CRANSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES
April 15, 2026 - 6:00pm

Cranston Public Library, Knightsville Branch

Present were:
Michael Goldberg Ed Garcia (Library tor)
Regina Spirito Julie Holden (A t Library Director)

R. Drayton Fair
Diane Schaefer
Jack Tregar

Excused:

Lisa Kirshenbaum
Taino Palermo

INTRODUCTION:

ard of Trustees was called to order on
ublic Library, Knightsville Branch.

anston P
at6:10pm

The regular meeting of the
Wednesday, April 15,

MINUTES:

A motio prove the minutes of the regular meeting of March 11,
2026.8 d. Motion carried (4-0). Mr. Fair abstained since he was absent from
the Marc

BOARD COMMUN

None.

LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION REPORT:

Administrative Updates

-The Library received a $2,000 legislative grant from Senator Lammis Vargas. The grant is to support
citizenship classes at William Hall Library. We held a check presentation on March 21 at Hall.



-The Library applied for and received $2,275.56 in unclaimed funds from the Rl Treasurer’s office.

-The Library’s allocation in the Community Municipal Library Grant program has been increased to
$210,005. We had to resubmit budget paperwork reflecting this funding increase. The Library has
moved into the subaward phase. Director Garcia is working with the Mayor’s office to complete the
subaward agreement.

-Chair Goldberg and Director Garcia meet with representatives of the Cranston Planning
Department on March 25 to discuss library development for the Cranston Comprehensive Plan.
The City creates a new plan every ten years although they are currently six behind. We
discussed the need for a new larger Arlington library and a potential ne tral Library in the next
5-15years.

-The Cranston Public Library Association participated this yearin
campaign on March 31-April 1.

-The Library has been applying for several grants. Please

-The Cranston Police will be conducting Active aggres ini pril 17th for the library staff.
The Library will be closed until 12pm for the training.

-The Hall Trust has appointed three new Trustees: Kri eonard Baum, and Lauren
Paola.

-The free Shred Day is being hosted at the Ce

-The Library received a $1,000 le i f enator Hanna Gallo. The grant will support

Aaron Coutu-Jones rector of the Warwick Public Library by Senator Mark McKenney (D-
Warwick) as he introduced a resolution for National Library Week on the Senate floor.

Buildings & Grounds

-Auburn’s new hours began on 4/6.

-We received the results of a lead test of the water at William Hall Library through Providence
Water. The results show no lead in the water at Hall.

-The Knightsville hot water heater was replaced 3/24. The funds were from a private donation.



-The Cranston Highway Department reset all the parking bumpers at Central that were displaced
during the winter. They also replaced eight bumpers at William Hall Library. The Library will be
charged for the materials. The Hall Trust has agreed to pay that cost.

-Remove Oaklawn shrubs: The administration intends to remove a large section of bushes between
the building and Wilbur Avenue. The Trustees had no objections.

-The Library submitted a bid waiver to the Board of Purchase for landscaping. The lowest of the
three quotes based on 15 cuts a season and spring and fall clean-ups was Maplewood
Landscaping at $11,800.

-The Library submitted an RFP to the Board of Purchase to bid system adio box fire alarm
upgrades. The funding for this project comes from the Community ibraries grant.

-William Hall ADA walkway: the Hall Trustees recently hired a nstall a smooth
walkway to get from Broad St to the back of the building. C to getfrom
the front of the property to the back handicapped entra walker, or

on 4/7 and the Hall Trust
for the rest of the project.

drive at Hall; we needed to unexpectedly close the library
subsequently hired police details to control

nearly daily with a small amo i the stalls. Custodians are able to remove the
marker with graffiti removegr orki mining who it is to give her a warning.

Programming

The Cranston issi tinues its “Curious About...” program series at Central. The first
Rhode'sland and 10 of Miss Alyssa's teen volunteers, we are

e front gardens of the Central library for the month of April.

Staff Updates v

None



BUDGET REPORT:

Director Garcia presented the fiscal year operating budget report for the period ending March 31,
2026.

Director Garcia arrived late to the Board meeting coming directly from Mayor Hopkins’ FY27 budget
address. Director Garcia did not have time to thoroughly review the budget proposal, but noted the
overall library budget was level funded.

The library’s budget hearing with the City Council will be on Saturday, April 1 Director Garcia will

be in attendance to present the budget to the Council.

The resolution to fully fund state aid to libraries will be considered b
20. Director Garcia will be in attendance to speak to the resolutio

ncil on Monday, April

KNIGHTSVILLE LIBRARIAN REPORT: By Branch Librari ncy Gianlorenzo

Building

DePasquale. The funds were placed in a Creg
Association account and restricted for use &

e primarily focused on
Large Print.

s to be popular. Due to increased demand,
am in January. We now have Storytime on

February, 59 children and adults attended our Teddy Bear Picnic Story Hour!

Staff

None of our services would be possible without the dedicated,
conscientious and hardworking Knightsville staff. Many patrons tell us that
they prefer coming here because they feel comfortable using a smaller
branch.



NEW BUSINESS:

Ratification of collective bargaining agreement with NAGE R1-97 including revised language in
article on compensatory time: The Trustees previously ratified the new collection bargaining
agreement at their March meeting. NAGE R1-97 asked for clarifying language about carry over of
compensatory time into the next calendar year. Director Garcia worked with legal consul and the
union Executive Board on clarifying language.

A motion was made by Drayton Fair to ratify the collective bargaining agreement as presented. Jack
Tregar seconded. Motion carried (5-0).

Adoption of Library Card and Borrowing Policy revision:

The Library Administration requested that the Board of Trustee ary Card and
Borrowing Policy. The bulk of the policy is a statewide polic ries (OSL).
That policy was adopted by the OSL membership at thei y adds
some Cranston local policy including local use only residents who do not have
the relevant photo identification to qualify for a fullacc cal use only cards for out-of-
state people who work in Cranston, and local loan rules a wing limits. It was noted that

Assistant Director Julie Holden served on thg i pent two years revised this

Policy” and the “Address Confidentiality Prog A portions of the “Cool Tools”

to the local borrowing policy
section of the Library Card and B adopted the “Address Confidentiality
Program Policy” which gover, icipation in the Rl Address Confidentiality

A motion was made by Jac ¢ 0 adopt the Library Card and Borrowing Policy as presented and
icy and Address Confidentiality Program Policy. Regina Spirito

A motion was
Diane Schaeffer se

n the regular meeting of April 15, 2026 at 6:58pm by Jack Tregar.
d. Motion carried (5-0).





